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whole. Having found it cumbersome to treat simultaneously
with forty-eight states of assorted sizes, Washington had
long since redivided the country into bigger units for various
administrative purposes—for example, the Federal Reserve
Board's twelve districts, the war department's nine corps
areas, the Interstate Commerce Commission's seven zones and
similar schemes adopted by more than seventy federal agen-
cies. Some of these divisions ignored state lines altogether,
particularly those addressing economic interests like banking,
railroads, cotton, wheat, timber and water. The New Deal,
assuming bigger interstate responsibilities and authority,
created certain bodies—such as the AAA's production-plan-
ning section, the FERA's rural-research unit, the WPA's
division of sectional economic research and the petroleum ad-
ministrative board—which powerfully advanced the notion
of regional administration** In July, 1933, the National
Planning Board was set up to coordinate planning, urban and
rural, physiographic and sociological, while gleaning data
about the nation's human and economic geography upon a
scale never before attempted.f In fostering regional thinking
its influence was great.
While an occasional theorist in the thirties plumped for a
"United Regions of America," critics hostile to regionalism
foretold the "Balkanization" of the Republic* Both, how-
ever, missed the point. The regional approach, in the minds
* William B. Munro, expert on government, suggested at the threshold of
this era the possibilities of regional government: "As entities of government
we accept the nation and the states, both artificial creations, and obtrusively
decline to make full use of the natural divisions which the primal architect of
the universe thrust in between." The Invisible Government (N, Y., 1928),
151, In 1935 he renewed his argument for regional governments—in a day
of multiplying bureaucracy and resurgence of the spoils system—as buffers
against that federal centralization which tends to "apoplexy at the center and
paralysis at the extremities/' "The New Deal and a New Constitution," At-
lantic Mo., CLVI (1935), 617-624.
fin 1934 it became the National Resources Board, in 1935 the National
Resources Committee and in 1939, with functions steadily broadening, the
National Resources Planning Board. Under criticism from New Deal foes Con-
gress in 1943 finally ended its life by withholding further appropriations.

